December 20,2012

The Honorable John A. Boehner
Speaker, House of Representatives

The Honorable Harry Reid
Senate Majority Leader

H-232 Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20515

Washington,

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
House Minority Leader

H-204 Capitol Building
Washington,DC 20515

3-221 Capitol Building

DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Senate Minorþ Leader
S-230 Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Boehner, Majority Leader Reid, Minority Leader Pelosi, and
Minority Leader McConnell:
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Along with the Catholic bishops of the United States and with the school community of Newtown we
declare our unfettered support for legislation that would ban the sale of assault weapons and high-capacity
ammunition magazines, and require background check for gun sales. We support those who are
sponsoring this legislation, and we encourage others to join in this effort.
Fifty years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote in his "Letter from a Birmingham Jail,li "'We will have
to repent in this generation not merely for the hateful words and actions of the bad peogle but for the
appalling silence of the good people." We can no longer remain silent. Columbine, Virþinia Tech,
Binghamton, Aurora, Tucson, Oak Creek, and now Newtown are names that come to mind all too readily.
As men and women who care for children and young adults every single day, we cannot risk another life
because of our inaction at this most critical time. Please speak out clearly with us to reinstate the Assault
Weapons Ban.
Sincerely,

-Ja^^^ro

fÉr,

ç.J.

Rev. James A. Stoeger, S.J.
President, JSEA

cc: Robert Perrotta, J.D., Ed.D, Chair, JSEA
Rev. Robert Reiser, S.J.

